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SUBJECT: COST OF ELECTRICITY IN GUINEA 

REF: STATE 210477 

1 . MOST OF DATA REQUESTED BY REFTEL ARE NON-EXISTENT OR 
AT LEAST UNAVAILABLE IN GUINEA. IBRD CURRENTLY HAS PRICE 
WATERHOUSE/CASABLANCA ACCOUNTANTS WORKING ON ACCOUNTS 
OF ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY (SOCIETE NATIONAL DE L'ELEC- 
TRICITE). PW ACCOUNTANT HAS TOLD EMBASSY THAT ACCOUNTS 
ARE IN DISORDER. CAPITAL EQUIPMENT USED BY POWER COMPANY 

IS OFTEN CARRIED ON BOOKS OF OTHER GOG AGENCIES, AND 

BILLING IS SOMETIMES DONE ARBITRARILY WITHOUT REFERENCE 

TO ACTUAL USAGE. AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND WE NOTE THAT 

THE COST OF CAPITAL (IF ONE IS IN FACT COMPUTED), LOAD 

FACTOR, COST AND AMOUNTS OF FUEL AND ANNUAL POWER GENERATING 

DATA ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO THE EMBASSY. 

2. IBRD IS ALSO FINANCING ENGINEERING STUDY OF CURRENT 
STATUS OF CONAKRY'S ELECTRICAL SYSTEM FOR PROJECT TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PAGE 02 CONAKR 01614 301523Z 

IMPROVE ELECTRICITY DISTRIBUTION IN CONAKRY AND KINDIA. 
PRESUMABLY MUCH BETTER DATA WILL BE AVAILABLE FROM IBRD 
WHEN STUDY IS COMPLETED. 

3. BULK OF CONAKRY'S ELECTRIC POWER IS GENERATED BY 
HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT AT GRANDES CHUTES, ABOUT 75 
KILOMETERS FROM CONAKRY. (GUINEA HAS VAST UNTAPPED 
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HYDROELECTRIC POTENTIAL). SMALL THERMAL UNITS ARE 
LOCATED IN CONAKRY. EMBASSY BELIEVES AVERAGE DISTANCE OF 
TRANSMISSION IS SOMEWHAT LESS THAN CONAKRY-GRANDES CHUTES 
DISTANCE. SMALLER TOWNS IN GUINEA ARE OFTEN SUPPLIED 
BY LOCAL THERMAL UNITS. NO DATA WHATSOEVER IS AVAILABLE 
ON THESE. SOME AREAS ARE NOT ELECTRIFIED AT ALL. 

4. EMBASSY ITSELF PAYS US $0.60 PER KWH FOR RESIDENTIAL 
LIGHTING, US $0.50 AR KWH FOR RESIDENTIAL HEAVY EQUIP- 
MENT (E.G.. AIR CONDITIONERS) AND US $0.30 PER KWH FOR 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT IN EMBASSY SHOPS. COST FOR SUPPLY FROM 
HIGH-TENSION LINES IS BASED ON COMPLEX FORMULA IN WHICH 
USAGE IS ONLY ONE COMPONENT. 

THOMPSON 
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